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Education Through Exploration
Teacher’s Guide to School Programs
Distance Learning Available

GREENVILLE

Zoo Hours:
10:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Daily. Gates lock at 5:00 p.m.
Closed: Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day,
New Years Day, January 30–February 10, 2012



Self-Guided Visits
Visit the Greenville Zoo at your own pace!

Who? Grades PreK–12th

When? Weekdays 10 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

How? No need for reservations, just pick a day and 
a time to visit and enjoy the zoo!

Tell Me About It...Tuesdays!
Are you just visiting the zoo and not taking an education program? Do 
you have questions about the elephants, giraffes, orangutans, spider mon-
keys, snakes or toucans? On Tuesdays you will find an instructor from the 
Greenville Zoo’s Education Department at select exhibits talking about 
that animal and answering any questions. Open to the general public.
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2011
September:
10:30 a.m. - Vultures
12:30 p.m. - Vultures

October: 
10:30 a.m. - Ocelot 
12:30 p.m. - Ocelot

November: 
10:30 a.m. - Leopard 
12:30 p.m. - Leopard

December: 
10:30 a.m. - Red Pandas
12:30 p.m. - Red Pandas

2012
January: 
10:30 a.m. - Alligator
12:30 p.m. - Alligator

February:
10:30 a.m. - Coatimundi
12:30 p.m. - Coatimundi

March: 
10:30 a.m. - Spider Monkeys
12:30 p.m. - Spider Monkeys

April:
10:30 a.m. - Giraffes
12:30 p.m. - Giraffes

May: 
10:30 a.m. - Orangutans
12:30 p.m. - Orangutans

Want to add to your tour?
Enrich your visit by booking a class in the
Discovery Building.
See pages 4-7 for programming and page 10 for 
scheduling details.

If you can’t make it to the zoo, let us come to you!
See page 11 for scheduling our visit to you.

Admission
Group Rates**:
Adults: $5.75
Children (3-15 yrs): $3.50
**Group rates are available when 
one person makes a lump sum 
payment for 15 or more paying 
people who enter the zoo 
together. Bus drivers are free, and 
one adult per every 10 children is 
free.

Regular Rates*:
Adults: $7.75
Children (3-15 yrs): $4.50

*Prices include tax and a quarter for 
conservation

Monday - Friday Only
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No Child Left Inside Day
Join us as we celebrate the great outdoors.  We will demonstrate activi-
ties that will get children learning about science and nature outside.

Date: Tuesday, October 11, 2011
Time: 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Cost: Admission to the Zoo

Party for the Planet
This is a very special day! The Greenville Zoo will host conservation and 
civic groups, offering ideas on how to help animals and how to make our 
world a better place to live.  Join the fun with hands on activities at vari-
ous booths.
Date: Wednesday, April 4, 2012
Time: 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Cost: Admission to the Zoo

Endangered Species Day
Did you know that May 18 is National Endangered Species Day?  Come 
discover how many animals at the zoo are endangered species.  Join us 
on this day as we discover why animals are becoming endangered and 
what we can do to help protect them.
Date: Friday, May 18, 2012
Time: 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Cost: Admission to the Zoo

World Oceans Day
As a result of a United Nations General Assembly resolution passed in 
December 2008, Wor ld Oceans Day is now of" cially recognized by the 
UN on June 8th each year. Join us as we discuss what we do here in the 
Upstate and how it affects our oceans.
Date: Friday, June 8, 2012
Time: 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Cost: Admission to the Zoo

Upcoming
Education Events



Education
Classes Regular Zoomobile Program

Assembly Zoomobile Program

Distance Learning

Kindergarten Programming

About Animals
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: K-2.1, K-3.2

This class gets down to the animals’ basics including their 
needs, senses and characteristics. We will also cover what 
makes an animal an appropriate (or inappropriate) pet.

Animal Locomotion
Meets SC Physical Education Standards: 1 & 2

Explore how animals get around.  Children will meet ani-
mals that walk, hop, crawl and # y. They will even try some 
moves themselves!  (Because of activities done during class, 
25 students is the maximum number allowed).

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion get a 
shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live there? 
Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the Greenville 
Zoo animals are emphasized.

First Grade Programming

Animal Senses
How do snakes hear without ears? Why do rabbits have 
eyes on the sides of their head?  Students investigate puz-
zling questions like these through hands-on activities.

Green Kingdom
Meets SC Science Academic Standards:1-2.1,2.2,2.4,2.6

Do you think all plants are alike?  Plants are all around us. 
We see them everyday. Join us as we discuss how plants are 
bene" cial to both animals and people.

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion get a 
shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live there? 
Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the Greenville 
Zoo animals are emphasized.

K4 Programming

People of the Forest: Orangutan
Meets SC Physical Education Standards: 1

Rainforests feature many fascinating animals including 
orangutans. Join us as we discover some of the animals 
who share their world.  Then, take a walk to meet the 
Greenville Zoo’s very own orangs, Mia, Chelsea and baby 
Bob.  (Sorry, we are unable to do People of the Forest: 
Orangutan  as a Zoomobile program).

Animal Locomotion
Meets SC Physical Education Standards: 1 & 2

Explore how animals get around.  Children will meet ani-
mals that walk, hop, crawl and # y. They will even try some 
moves themselves!  (Because of activities done during 
class, 25 students is the maximum number allowed).
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Education Classes
Regular Zoomobile Program

Assembly Zoomobile Program

Distance Learning

Third Grade Programming

Habitats!!!
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 3-2.3

Find out what makes a home a habitat as we look at 
them on a larger scale. This highly-interactive program 
explores the differences between the deserts, tundra, 
grasslands, ocean and rainforest.

Wild Carolina
Explore the world that is in your own backyard! From 
the beaches to the mountains, this program looks at the 
habitats and the inhabitants found here in the Carolinas.

Secrets of Survival
Meets SC Science Academic Standards:  3-2.2

Explore the secrets of survival.  Defense strategies such 
as camou# age, mimicry and behavior are introduced 
along with the familiar methods of defense like shells, 
spikes, poison and venom.

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion 
get a shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live 
there? Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the 
Greenville Zoo animals are emphasized.

Chain of Life
Meets SC Science Academic Standards:  3-2.5

Students learn how animals are built to eat, what they 
do, and how animals rely on one another for their own 
survival in the Chain of Life. We will discuss the roles of 
producers, consumers, decomposers, predators and prey.

Animal Kingdom
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 4-2.1

We compare “invertebrates” to “vertebrates”  with an 
emphasis on the " ve vertebrate classes.  Live animals il-
lustrate the basic features of each animal classi" cation.

Wild Carolina
Explore the world that is in your own backyard! From 
the beaches to the mountains, this program looks at the 
habitats and the inhabitants found here in the Carolinas.
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Second Grade Programming

Animal Kingdom
Meets SC Science Academic Standards:2-2.2

We compare “invertebrates” to “vertebrates”  with an em-
phasis on the " ve vertebrate classes.  Live animals illustrate 
the basic features of each animal classi" cation.

Everybody Needs a Home
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 2-2.1 & 2-2.3

Nests, burrows, a pile of rocks...every animal needs a 
home, but how do they " nd one?  Meet some of our 
education animals, see some real animals homes and " nd 
out how living things are suited for their own particular 
habitats.

Kids for Conservation
Meets SC Science Academic Standards:2-2.1, 2-2.3 & 2-2.4

Although we strive to explain why so many of the Earth’s 
habitats are endangered, we also emphasize how individu-
als can solve the problems facing the Earth and its inhabit-
ants.  Find out what you and zoos can do to help make a 
difference.

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion get a 
shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live there? 
Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the Greenville 
Zoo animals are emphasized.

Fourth Grade Programming

Habitats!!!
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 4-2.2

Find out what makes a home a habitat as we look at them 
on a larger scale. This highly-interactive program explores 
the differences between deserts, tundra, grasslands, oceans 
and rainforests.

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion get a 
shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live there? 
Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the Greenville 
Zoo animals are emphasized.
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Education Classes Regular Zoomobile Program

Assembly Zoomobile Program

Distance Learning

Fifth Grade Programming

Wild Carolina
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 5-2.3

Explore the world that is in your own backyard! From 
the beaches to the mountains, this program looks at the 
habitats and the inhabitants found here in the Carolinas.

Kids for Conservation

Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 5-2.5

Although we strive to explain why so many of the Earth’s 
habitats are endangered, we also emphasize how indi-
viduals can solve the problems facing the Earth and its 
inhabitants.  Find out what you and zoos can do to help 
make a difference.

Chain of Life

Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 5-2.4

Students learn how animals are built to eat, what they 
do, and how animals rely on one another for their own 
survival in the Chain of Life. We will discuss the roles of 
producers, consumers, decomposers, predators and prey.

Careers with Animals
This program presents young teens with educational op-
portunities, salary ranges and ideas on how to start plan-
ning for an exciting job they may not have considered.

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion 
get a shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live 
there? Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the 
Greenville Zoo animals are emphasized.

Sixth Grade Programming

Animal Kingdom
Meets SC Science Academic Standards: 6-3.1

We compare “invertebrates” to “vertebrates”  with an 
emphasis on the " ve vertebrate classes.  Live animals il-
lustrate the basic features of each animal classi" cation.

Careers with Animals
This program presents young teens with educational op-
portunities, salary ranges and ideas on how to start plan-
ning for an exciting job they may not have considered.

Habitats!!!
Find out what makes a home a habitat as we look at 
them on a larger scale. This highly interactive program 
explores the differences between deserts, tundra, grass-
lands, oceans and rainforests.

Who’s Who in the Zoo
How much does an elephant eat?  How does the lion 
get a shot? Where does the zoo get the animals who live 
there? Zoo keeping techniques and general care of the 
Greenville Zoo animals are emphasized.



Other Programs
and Opportunities
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Middle and High School Programming
We can work with you and your staff to develop a program to " t the 
needs of your class and curriculum. Please contact the Greenville Zoo 
Education Department at zooed@greenvillesc.gov or call us at (864) 
467-4850 to set up a meeting.

Middle School Career Day
Attention Middle School Teachers!
Do you know of any students who are interested in animal careers?  
This would be a great opportunity for them to learn all about Zoo 
careers.  Contact the Greenville Zoo Education Department for more 
information and a registration form at zooed@greenvillesc.gov.
Date: Saturday, March 24, 2012
Time: 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Cost: $15 Student/$10 Chaperone
(One adult per student please.  Students may also attend alone.)
Limited spaces are available.  Includes visits with staff of the following 
departments: Education, Commissary, Animal Clinic, Zoo keeping and 
Operations.

Overnights at the Zoo!
See the zoo in a different light! Behind-the-scenes visits, animal encoun-
ters, animal theme activities, games and a # ashlight safari are all part of 
your overnight adventure.  A minimum of 18 students is required, with 
a 1:6 chaperone to student ratio.  Cost includes dinner, midnight snack 
and breakfast. Learn about what the animals eat, how they are taken 
care of, and how zookeepers do their jobs.
Grades 3-6
$40 Per student
$40 Per chaperone (1 contact teacher free)
(Total minimum charge is $756)
Minimum number of children:  18
Maximum number of children:  25



Quarters for
Conservation
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Quarters for Conservation is an exciting initiative to greatly enhance the Greenville Zoo’s 
wildlife conservation efforts. Through the collection of quarters, the zoo and local commu-
nity will provide funding for new and existing wildlife conservation projects in our region 
and around the globe. 
The zoo has installed a conservation kiosk where a quarter from each admission ticket sold 
is used to vote for your favorite conservation project.  Four projects are featured every 
year and your vote determines the amount of funding that will be delegated to each project.
Funds and resources for local projects would be made available to not-for-pro" t entities 
with shared interests in conservation and research in and around the Greenville area.
This year the projects are as follows:

Amphibian Ark
Amphibians are an important component of the global ecosystem as indicators of environmental 
health and contributors to human health.   Today, over 30% of all amphibian species are threatened 
with extinction.  Addressing the amphibian extinction crisis represents the greatest species conserva-
tion challenge in the history of humanity.
The Amphibian Ark (AArk) is an integral part of the response of the global conservation community.  
The mission of the AArk is to safeguard select species that would otherwise go extinct in captivity 
until they can be secured in the wild. Without immediate captive management as a stopgap compo-
nent of an integrated conservation effort, hundreds of species could become extinct.  The AArk is a 
joint effort of three principal partners: the Wor ld Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), the 
IUCN/SSC Conservation Breeding Specialist Group (CBSG), and the IUCN/SSC Amphibian Specialist 
Group (ASG).

Impact at The Greenville Zoo:
The Greenville Zoo has a small breeding group of Golfodulcean poison frogs native to Costa Rica. 
It is one of many endangered species of amphibian that has scientists worried throughout the world. 
This species gives the zoo the opportunity to educate our visitors about the Amphibian Crisis cur-
rently taking place throughout the world. 

The Amur Leopard and Tiger Alliance (ALTA)
With a total population of 30-35 individuals in the wild, the Amur leopard, or Far Eastern leopard, is 
one of the most - if not the most - endangered large cat on earth.  ALTA is a coalition of 13 interna-
tional and Russian organizations that have pooled resources to support the conservation of Amur 
leopards and Amur tigers in the wild.  They focus on monitoring populations, habitat analysis, habitat 
protection, anti-poaching efforts, recovery of prey populations, public awareness, and reintroduction 
programs.  

Impact at The Greenville Zoo:
The Greenville Zoo has exhibited Amur leopards since 2003. We currently hold three young female 
leopards.  As one of the most endangered species in the zoo, the leopards garner a lot of atten-
tion and give the zoo the ability to inform our guests of their plight in the wild. Zoos have made a 
commitment to: 1) increase public awareness, 2) provide funding for native range country programs, 
3) generate useful data and skills and 4) maintain a “genetic reservoir” for reintroduction or supple-
mentation.  We anticipate that these females will be moved into a breeding situation once they are 
mature.



Quarters for
Conservation

Quarters for Conservation projects continued:

Red Panda Network
Red pandas are the only species of its kind in the world, highlighting the importance of their preser-
vation to the world’s natural heritage and global biodiversity. The objective of the Red Panda Net-
work is to conduct non-invasive status surveys to gain valuable information about the population. In 
order to understand the effectiveness of an endangered species conservation program, it is essential 
to have an accurate baseline number of the species population. In the case of the red panda, this is 
absent.  The foundations of these surveys are the “forest guardians”, village stewards who are trained 
in survey and monitoring methodology.
Through these status surveys and baseline research, the Network has already identi" ed unprotected 
red panda habitat with viable populations of 100 individuals or more. The “forest guardians” then, not 
only conduct awareness-building workshops on red pandas with local villages and schools, they also 
serve as a basis for continuing the Red Panda Network’s baseline research and monitoring and the 
establishment of community-based protected areas. Using this methodology, they are in the process 
of establishing the " rst community-based protected area, the Panchthar-Ilam-Taplejung (PIT) Red 
Panda Protected Forest, in the Panchthar and Ilam districts of eastern Nepal.  

Impact at the Greenville Zoo:
The Greenville Zoo has been involved in the red panda Species Survival Plan (SSP) for the last 15 
years.  We have exhibited several different pairs of red pandas here at the zoo and raised several cubs 
here at the zoo, some of which have even gone on to have cubs of their own.  The Greenville Zoo is 
committed to the conservation of red pandas.

Orangutan Outreach
Orangutans used to live in many different parts of South East Asia, but the places where they can 
thrive and " nd food are vanishing. There are many underlying causes for the loss of habitat. It is a 
combination of economic pressure, greed and ignorance, and natural disasters- many as a result of 
previous deforestation. The population of Indonesia is growing at an astounding rate, and with more 
mouths to feed, forests are being replaced by farms. People and orangutans share the same space and 
in any con# ict, the orangutan always loses. 

Even in Borneo and Sumatra, their last remaining homes, large parts of the old growth rainforest are 
gone, ripped up for farmland, palm oil plantations and urban development. The precious little forest 
that is left is disappearing quickly as palm oil companies illegally clear-cut enormous areas of forest.   
Orangutan Outreach supports organizations that place animals that have lost their homes or have 
been con" scated from poachers.  They also teach communities alternate ways of earning a living so 
that poaching is not required as a source of income for these families.  They are currently helping 
build a 60-acre forested orangutan rescue center in Ketapang, West Kalimantan.

Impact at the Greenville Zoo:
The Greenville Zoo was " rst able to exhibit orangutans in 2003 when Mia and Chelsea came to the 
zoo.  Baby Bob was born in 2006.  We are committed to helping solve the palm-oil crisis by only sup-
porting sustainable sources of palm-oil here in our gift shop and our concessions areas.  Please help 
us in our quest to save what habitat is left for these wonderful animals. 
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Payments should be mailed to:

Greenville Zoo
Attn: Education Department
150 Cleveland Park Drive
Greenville SC 29601

Please be sure to reference field trip 
date with payment.
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Following is information you can expect to receive once the reservation is made:
  • Field trip date 
  • Program total cost
  • Total number of groups your students will be divided into
  • Program times
  • Payment due date (Program will be canceled if payment is not
   received by this date)
  • Emailed (or mailed) invoice

*As soon as we receive your payment, we will send a ! eld trip packet to the contact 
teacher.  Please share this with all participating teachers and chaperones.

Zoo Admission:

Admission is to be paid at the ticket booth on the day of your 
visit. Please do not mail your zoo admission. 

Regular Rate: 
Adults: $7.75
Children: $4.50

Group Rate: 
Adults: $5.75
Children: $3.50

Group rates are available when one person makes a lump 
sum payment for 15 or more paying people who enter the 
zoo together.  Bus drivers are free and one adult per every 
10 children is free.

Field Trips to the Greenville Zoo!
Please keep in mind the following when scheduling an education program at the zoo. Programming must be scheduled a minimum 
of three weeks in advance. The total amount for the program is due within three weeks of booking  your reservation. Please be 
sure the date that you choose works with your school calendar and bus calendar, as well as other teachers. Payment locks in 
your reservation.  Please remember that in case of cancellation or rescheduling, 50% of payment is non-refundable and nontrans-
ferable.  On-site programming is offered Tuesday Through Friday.

Please have the fo llowing information a vailable before calling (864) 467-4850 to ma ke reservations:

Total number of students you are planning the trip for ____________________________________________________
At least three dates that work for you and the school calendar [______________][_______________][_______________]
Program you are interested in ______________________________________________________________________
Complete school mailing address ____________________________________________________________________
School phone number ________________ Contact e-mail address ___________________________________________

Zoo Program
Scheduling 

Program Fee:

$45 for first program
$40 for each additional program

Classroom capacity:   
30 students/3 teachers 
(No exceptions)

Please have extra teachers and teachers' aides. All parents and 
chaperones enjoy the zoo on their own during program time. 
Please make program checks payable to the Greenville Zoo. 

Zoo Hours:  
Open Daily: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Admission checks payable to: 
Greenville Zoo



Zoomobile Program
Scheduling 

Assembly Zoomobile Programs

Programs are 50 minutes in length.
Pricing is based on number of children.
We can do a maximum of five programs in one day.

Assembly Zoomobile Pricin g
Up to 150 children - $180
($50.00 for each group of 50 over the 150)

*Distance fees also apply and are based on
 MapQuest® calculations.

Regular Zoomobile Programs

Programs are 45 minutes in length. 
30 children per classroom maximum.
We can do a maximum of five programs in one day.

Regular Zoomobile Pricing 
1 program - $80
2 programs - $120
3 programs - $155
$30.00 each additional program 

*Distance fees also apply and are based on
 MapQuest® calculations.

Payments should be mailed to:

Greenville Zoo
Attn: Education Department
150 Cleveland Park Drive
Greenville SC 29601

Please be sure to reference field trip 
date with payment.
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Following is information you can expect to receive once the reservation is made:
  • Field trip date 
  • Program total cost
  • Total number of groups your students will be divided into
  • Program times
  • Payment due date (Program will be canceled if payment is not
    received by this date)
  • Emailed (or mailed) invoice

Bringing the Zoo to You!
Please keep in mind the following when scheduling an education program via the Zoomobile. Programming must be scheduled a 
minimum of three weeks in advance. The total amount for the program is due within three weeks of booking  your reservation.     
Payment will lock in your reservation.  Please remember that in case of cancellation or rescheduling, 50% of payment is non-n-
refundable and nontransferable.  The Zoomobile runs September through March and Wednesday through Friday only.

Please have the fo llowing information a vailable before calling (864) 467-4850 to ma ke reservations:

Total number of students you are planning the trip for ____________________________________________________
At least three dates that work for you and the school calendar [______________][_______________][_______________]
Program you are interested in ______________________________________________________________________
Complete school mailing address ____________________________________________________________________
School phone number ________________ Contact e-mail address __________________________________________



Distance
Learning
Scheduling 

Distance Learning Schedule
Available weekdays (T-F), all year.
 Session Times (EST):
  • 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Due to popularity, please reserve 3 weeks in advance.

To  Register:

http://www.greenvillezoo.com/Dist
anceLearning.org
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Take a trip to the Zoo without leaving your classroom!
The Greenville Zoo broadcasts videoconferencing programs directly from the education building at the Zoo and incorporates 
a variety of hands-on activities into every class. Each program is lively and consists of 2 to 4 animals.  Each teacher will receive 
a teacher packet via email confirmation upon scheduling a program. This packet will contain information and materials for each 
session, as well as ideas for pre- and post-visit activities. Additional sets of materials are available at an extra cost.

Distance Learning Pricing

Programs are 50-60 minutes in length.(depending on grade level)
30 children per classroom maximum, K4 - Grade 12

Must have access to two-way audio/video teleconferencing 
equipment that runs at a speed of 384 kbps or higher.  
The Zoo currently connects IP technology.

Distance Learning Pricing 
One program with 30 students - $100
$80.00 Each addtional program on same day.

Purchase order or full payment must be received prior to scheduled 

program.



Greenville’s
Animal Family
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Below is a sampling of some of the animals 
that can be found at the Greenville Zoo

African Elephant

African Lion

Alligator Snapping Turtle

American Alligator

Amur Leopard

Black & White Ruffed Lemur

Bornean Orangutan

Burmese Python

Colobus Monkey

Copperhead Snake

Great Horned Owl

Masai Giraffe

Prehensile-Tailed Skink

Red Panda

Rhinoceros Iguana

Siamang Gibbon

Spider Monkey

Sun Conure

Timber Rattlesnake

Toco Toucan


